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INTRODUCTION:
THE STORY THAT
SHOOK GOTHAM

Few comic book
storylines have left as
deep a scar on the
Batman mythos as
Batman Death In
The Family. Originally
published in 1988, this
controversial arc by Jim
Starlin and Jim Aparo
forever changed the
relationship between
Batman and his
sidekicks. The
narrative centered on
the brutal murder of
Jason Todd, the second

Robin, at the hands of
the Joker. What made it
truly
revolutionary—and
unsettling—was that
the outcome was
decided not by the
writers, but by the
readers themselves.
Decades later, the
story has been
reimagined in various
media, most notably in
the 2020 interactive
animated film Batman:
Death in the Family.
This article explores
the original comic
event, its cultural
impact, the innovative
2020 adaptation, and
why this tale continues
to resonate with fans
old and new.
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THE ORIGINAL
COMIC BOOK
EVENT (1988)

To understand the
magnitude of Batman
Death In The Family,
we must first look at
the state of the
Batman comics in the
late 1980s. Jason Todd
had taken over as
Robin following the
departure of Dick
Grayson (who became
Nightwing). However,
readers never fully
embraced Jason. He
was seen as brash,
angry, and less likable
than his predecessor.
Sensing the growing
disconnect, DC Comics
decided to take a
drastic, and
unprecedented, step.

The Fan

Vote That
Changed
History

In a move that blurred
the line between
storytelling and
audience participation,
DC set up a 1-900
number that allowed
fans to vote on
whether Jason Todd
would live or die. The
poll ran for a limited
time in September
1988, and the results
were razor-thin: 5,343
votes for death versus
5,271 for survival. The
"death" camp won by a
mere 72 votes. The
outcome was sealed in
Batman #427-429,
where the Joker beat
Jason with a crowbar
and left him to die in
an explosion. The
impact was immediate
and immense. Many

2 Batman Death In The Family 2024-12-30



Batman Death In The Family 3

fans who voted for his
death later regretted
their decision, while
others hailed it as a
bold narrative risk.

The
Aftermat
h: Jason
Todd's
Legacy

Jason's death weighed
heavily on Bruce
Wayne. The event
hardened Batman,
making him more
distrustful and isolated.
It also served as a
narrative device to
explore themes of
quilt, failure, and the
limits of the Bat-family.
For over a decade,
Jason remained
dead—until the 2005
storyline Under the

Hood, which
resurrected him as the
anti-hero Red Hood.
This transformation
turned Jason into one
of the most complex
characters in DC lore: a
vigilante who uses
lethal force and
constantly challenges
Batman's moral code.
The original Batman
Death In The Family
thus became the
catalyst for a character
arc that continues to
evolve.

THE 2020
INTERACTIVE
ANIMATED
ADAPTATION

Fast forward to 2020,
and Warner Bros.
Animation released
Batman: Death in the
Family, an ambitious
interactive film that
updates the story for a
modern audience.
Directed by Brandon
Vietti, the film is part of




the DC Universe
Movies line and serves
as a digital "choose-
your-own-adventure"
experience. It takes the
core premise of the
comic but expands it
with multiple branching
paths and endings,
including one where
Jason survives and
becomes a villainous
Red Hood, another
where Damian Wayne
arrives earlier, and
even a timeline where
Batman himself is
killed.

Revolutio
nary
Storytelli

ng

The 2020 adaptation is
not a simple retelling.
It leverages interactive
technology to let

viewers choose key
moments, such as
whether Batman saves
Jason or pursues the
Joker, or how Jason
responds to trauma.
These choices
dramatically alter the
narrative, leading to up
to seven distinct
endings. This format
mimics the fan vote of
the original comic
while giving each
viewer agency over the
story's outcome. The
film cleverly uses a
"hub" interface where
viewers can rewind and
explore different
branches. It is a
groundbreaking
experiment in
animated storytelling
that blurs the line
between film and video
game.

Voice
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Cast and

Productio

n

The film features an
impressive voice cast:
Bruce Greenwood
returns as Batman,
with Vincent Martella
as Jason Todd, and
John DiMaggio as the
Joker. Notably, the
project incorporates
footage from the
earlier animated film
Batman: Under the Red
Hood (2010) through
new animation and
repurposed scenes,
creating a seamless
continuity. The
animation style stays
faithful to the DCAMU
(DC Animated Movie
Universe) aesthetic,
but the interactive
segments are
presented with a sleek,
clean interface. The

production quality is
top-notch, with intense
action sequences and
emotional dialogue
that honors the gravity
of the source material.

Key
Differenc
es from
the
Comic

While the 2020 film
retains the emotional
core of Jason's death, it
makes several notable
changes:

e Updated
setting: The
story is moved to
a contemporary
timeline,
removing the
Cold War-era
references of the



original comic.
Expanded cast:
Characters like
Damian Wayne,
Nightwing, and
Ra's al Ghul play
larger roles,
offering alternate
relationship
dynamics.
Multiple
timelines:
Unlike the single
disastrous
outcome of the
comic, the film
explores "what
if" scenarios,
including a path
where Jason is
rescued and
becomes an
even more
dangerous foe.
Interactive
mechanics: The
comic was linear;
the film is non-
linear by design,
making the
viewer an active
participant.

These changes allow
the story to reach a
wider audience while
paying homage to its
origins.

THEMES AND
CULTURAL IMPACT

Both the original comic
and the 2020
adaptation grapple
with profound themes:
the moral cost of
vengeance, the
responsibilities of a
mentor, and the
consequences of
violence. Batman
Death In The Family
forces readers and
viewers to confront
uncomfortable

questions. Should
Batman kill the Joker to
prevent future
tragedies? Can a
sidekick ever truly
recover from such

trauma? The
interactive version
amplifies these

questions by making
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the audience complicit
in the decisions. The
cultural impact extends
beyond comics. The
story is frequently
referenced in other
media, from the
Batman: Arkham video
games to the Titans TV
series. Jason Todd's
death remains a
benchmark for how
fiction can handle
tragedy and
redemption.

Moreover, the fan vote
of 1988 was a
watershed moment in
pop culture. It
demonstrated that
audience engagement
could drive narrative
direction—a concept
that is now common in
interactive

entertainment. The
2020 film takes that
idea even further,
proving that even a
beloved classic can be
reinvented for the

digital age.
CONCLUSION

The legacy of Batman
Death In The Family
is one of risk and
reinvention. From the
controversial poll that
killed a Robin to the
innovative interactive
film that allows fans to
rewrite history, this
story remains a
cornerstone of
Batman's mythology. It
challenges us to think
about the nature of
heroism, the weight of
our choices, and the
enduring bond
between a father figure
and his son. Whether
you experienced the
1988 comics or the
2020 animated film,
the tale of Jason Todd's
fall and redemption is a
poignant reminder that
even in the darkest
corners of Gotham,
stories can evolve and
live on.



