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RELIVING THE ICE:
THE MIGHTY
DUCKS ANIMATED
SERIES ON DVD

For fans of 1990s
animation and sports-
themed adventures,
few shows capture a
unique blend of action,
humour, and heart
quite like The Mighty
Ducks Animated
Series. Long before
the live-action films
introduced the world to
a ragtag youth hockey
team, this cartoon took
the concept in a wildly
different direction. It

traded standard ice
rinks for intergalactic
battles and
transformed plucky
kids into futuristic
superheroes. For years,
finding a physical copy
of this cult classic was
a challenge, but the
release of The Mighty
Ducks Animated
Series Dvd finally
gave fans a chance to
own a piece of
nostalgic history. This
article explores the
show’s origins, its
unigue premise, the
details of the DVD
release, and why it
remains a treasured
artefact for collectors.



https://old.oplm.com/

UNUSUAL
CONCEPT

In 1996, Disney
embarked on an
ambitious crossover.
The popularity of The
Mighty Ducks live-
action film franchise
was at its peak, and
the company had also
recently acquired the
NHL expansion team,
the Mighty Ducks of
Anaheim. To capitalise
on all three properties,
Disney Television
Animation created a
Saturday morning
cartoon that was far
from a simple retelling
of the movies.

The series discarded
the underdog sports
story in favour of a
science-fiction

narrative. In this
universe, the Mighty
Ducks were not a
human hockey team
from Minnesota.

Instead, tTHEVBIRTH OF AN

team of
anthropomorphic ducks
from another

dimension, tasked with
protecting the universe
from evil. This bold
creative leap confused
some viewers
expecting a
straightforward

adaptation, but it won

over a dedicated
fanbase who
appreciated its

originality. The show
combined high-octane
hockey action with
laser battles, spaceship
chases, and a heavy
dose of 1990s comic-
book style heroics.

Why
Animated
Ducks
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Instead of

Human

Players?

The decision to make
the characters actual
ducks was a marketing
masterstroke. Disney
saw an opportunity to
create a new line of
action figures, video
games, and
merchandise. Human
characters would have
been more difficult to
brand as distinct
heroes. By making
them ducks in hockey
gear, each character
had a unique physical
identity. The series’
creators often cited
influences from
Japanese anime and
American superhero
comics, resulting in a
visual style that felt
fresh and dynamic.
This hybrid approach

helped The Mighty
Ducks Animated
Series stand out in a
crowded Saturday
morning lineup.

PLOT AND
CHARACTERS: A
GALACTIC ICE RINK

At its core, the series
followed Captain
Klegghorn and his
team of elite warriors
from the planet
Puckworld. Their
primary enemy was
the evil Saurians, a
race of reptile-like
aliens led by the
villainous Lord
Dragaunus. The Ducks
used advanced
technology, including
flying skateboards
called “Hover Skates”
and a powerful
spacecraft called the
Duck Wing, to battle
the Saurians across the
galaxy.

The team roster was a



memorable mix of
personalities:

e Wildwing: The
stoic, heroic
leader and the
team'’s best
player.

* Nosedive:
Wildwing’s
younger, cocky
brother who
provided comic
relief.

e Duke L’Orange:
A suave, skilled
athlete from a
French-inspired
province of
Puckworld.

e Mallory
McMallard: The
tough, no-
nonsense female
star of the team.

e Tanya
Vanderflock:
The brainy
scientist who
designed their
gadgets and
weapons.

e Canard: A

mysterious,
brooding figure
who was
originally a
member before
leaving the team.

Each episode typically
involved the Ducks
using their hockey
skills and advanced
weaponry to outsmart
Dragaunus’s schemes.
While the action was
front and centre, the
show also explored
themes of teamwork,
loyalty, and
redemption. The
relationship between
Wildwing and Nosedive
drove much of the
emotional weight,
mirroring the sibling
dynamics seen in other
popular animated
series of the era.

Hockey
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asS d

Superpow

er

What made the series
truly unique was how it
integrated hockey into
combat. Characters
used their hockey
sticks as melee
weapons, fired puck-
shaped energy blasts,
and executed complex
skating manoeuvres in
zero-gravity

environments. The
show’s action
sequences were
essentially hockey
games with higher
stakes. If a player
missed a shot, they
might destroy a control
panel or accidentally
free a monster. This
creative application of
a real-world sport kept
the concept grounded,
even when the setting

was
fantastical.

THE LONG ROAD
TO DVD

entirely

For over a decade, fans
who wanted to revisit
the series had to rely
on grainy VHS
recordings or low-
resolution online clips.
The show was never
officially released on
DVD during its original
run or in the early
2000s, when many
other Disney Afternoon
properties were being
remastered. This
created a significant
void in the collections
of dedicated viewers.

Rumours of a DVD
release circulated for
years, sparked by fan
petitions and online
campaigns. Finally,
Disney responded to
the persistent demand.
In 2012, a limited
edition release of The
Mighty Ducks



Animated Series Dvd
was made available
exclusively through the
Disney Movie Club.
This was a significant
event for collectors, as
it marked the first and
only time the complete
series was officially
released in a physical
format.

What the
DVD
Release
Included

The Disney Movie Club
release was a multi-
disc set containing all
26 episodes of the
series. Given that the
show had only run for

artwork from the
series, often depicting
the team in dynamic
action poses against a
starry backdrop.

Key details of the
release included:

e All 26 episodes in
their original
broadcast order.

e Standard
definition video
quality,
consistent with
the show’s 1990s
animation style.

e English stereo
audio.

e No bonus
features or
special behind-
the-scenes
content.

While the lack of extras
was a minor
disappointment for

one | season., thﬁe some hardcore fans,
comp et.e SEres t the simple fact that the
neatly into a box set. episodes were
fThe dpaCk?Q,'”gll available in a high-
eature origina quality, legal format
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was a triumph in itself.
The DVD set quickly
became a sought-after
item in resale markets,
with prices often
exceeding the original
retail value.

COLLECTIBILITY
AND MARKET
VALUE TODAY

Because The Mighty
Ducks Animated
Series Dvd was
produced as a limited,
made-to-order item
through the Disney
Movie Club, it was
never widely available
in retail stores. This
scarcity has made it a
valuable piece of
nostalgia merchandise.
On secondary
marketplaces like
eBay, a complete set in
good condition can
command prices
significantly higher
than its original cost.

Several factors

contribute to its high
collectibility:

1. Limited
Production
Run: Only
subscribers to
the Disney Movie
Club could order
it, keeping the
print numbers
relatively low.

2. Niche Fanbase:
The series has a
passionate,
enduring fanbase
that spans
generations,
including both
those who grew
up with the show
and newer fans
discovering it
through
streaming clips.

3. Historical
Significance: As
a crossover
between a film
franchise, an
NHL team, and a
cartoon, the
show represents



a unique
moment in
Disney’s
experimental era
of the 1990s.

4. No Wider
Release:
Despite repeated
calls from fans,
Disney has not
issued a
standard retail
edition. This
keeps the Movie
Club version as
the definitive
physical release.

s It
Worth the
Investme
nt?

For a collector of 1990s
animation or Disney
Afternoon memorabilia,
the DVD set is an
essential acquisition. It

captures a time when
television studios were
willing to take creative
risks. For a casual fan,
the high resale price
might be difficult to
justify, especially since
the series is
occasionally available
on digital streaming
platforms. However, for
those who value
physical media and the
security of owning a
copy without relying on
streaming rights, the
DVD remains a
worthwhile investment.

THE LEGACY OF
THE SERIES

The Mighty Ducks
Animated Series
occupies a unique
place in pop culture
history. It is often cited
as one of the most
unusual adaptations
ever created. The
show’s creators
embraced the
absurdity of the
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concept and delivered
a product that was
genuinely entertaining
in its own right. It did
not try to replicate the
live-action films; it
created its own
mythology.

The series also
benefited from a
talented voice cast,
including actors like
lan Ziering (of Beverly
Hills, 90210 fame) who
voiced Wildwing, and
Maurice LaMarche, a
legendary voice actor
who brought depth to
characters like Canard
and Dragaunus. The
animation quality,
produced by Disney
Television Animation in
collaboration with
overseas studios, was
consistently high,
featuring fluid motion
and creative character
designs.

Influence
on Later
Sports

Cartoons

While the show did not
spawn a direct sequel
or revival, its influence
can be seen in later
sports-based animated
series that blended
athletic competition
with superhero
elements. Shows like
Shaun the Sheep and
Kickers may not have

the same sci-fi
leanings, but The
Mighty Ducks

Animated Series
proved that you could
take a sport and
transform it into a
vehicle for storytelling
beyond the playing
field. It encouraged
writers to think outside



the box when adapting
existing properties.

WHERE TO FIND
THE MIGHTY
DUCKS ANIMATED
SERIES DVD
TODAY

If you are eager to add
this set to your
collection, your best
bet is to monitor online
marketplaces and
auction sites. Because
the Disney Movie Club
has discontinued the
title, it is no longer
available for direct
purchase from Disney.
Here are a few tips for
prospective buyers:

e Check
Condition
Listings: Pay
attention to
whether the
discs are
scratched and if
the original
packaging is
included.
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e Compare
Prices: Prices
can vary wildly
based on
demand. Set a
budget and be
patient.

Look for
Complete Sets:
Some sellers
break up the set,
but the complete
collection is more
valuable and
easier to store.
Verify
Authenticity:
Bootleg copies
exist. Look for
official Disney
logos and the
Disney Movie
Club branding on
the packaging.

For those who prefer
digital options, the
series has occasionally
appeared on streaming

services. However,
availability is
inconsistent, making

the physical DVD the
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most reliable way to
watch the complete
series on your own
schedule.

CONCLUSION

The Mighty Ducks
Animated Series Dvd
is more than just a
collection of old
cartoons. It is a time
capsule from a bold era
of children’s television,
where studios were
willing to take a
beloved film franchise
and reimagine it as an
intergalactic hockey
saga. The DVD release,
though limited in
distribution, gave a
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passionate community
the chance to own a
piece of their childhood
in a definitive format.
Whether you are a
long-time fan of the
show, a collector of
Disney animation, or
simply curious about
this odd footnote in
1990s pop culture, this
DVD set represents a
rare and valuable
treasure. It preserves a
show that dared to ask
the question: what if
hockey players were
also space heroes? The
answer, as it turns out,
was thoroughly
entertaining.



