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INTRODUCTION: THE
TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF
PERSISTENT PRAYER

In a world that often prizes speed and
instant gratification, the discipline of
persistent prayer can feel
countercultural. Yet for countless
believers, the practice of circling a
promise in prayer has become a life-
changing spiritual habit. At the heart of
this movement is Mark Batterson

Draw The Circle, a groundbreaking
book and 40-day prayer challenge that
has inspired readers to pray with
boldness, consistency, and expectancy.
Drawing from the biblical account of
Joshua and the battle of Jericho,
Batterson introduces the concept of
“circle making” — praying until God
breaks through. This article explores the
core teachings of Draw the Circle, its
practical applications, and why it
continues to resonate with thousands of
Christians seeking a deeper prayer life.
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WHO IS MARK BATTERSON?

Mark Batterson is the lead pastor of
National Community Church in
Washington, D.C., and a bestselling
author of several books, including The
Circle Maker and Draw the Circle. His
ministry focuses on helping people
discover their God-given potential
through faith, creativity, and persistent
prayer. Batterson’s writing style is both
inspirational and practical, blending
biblical insights with modern-day
anecdotes. With a doctoral degree in
ministry and years of pastoral
experience, he brings a credible and
relatable voice to the subject of prayer.
His emphasis on “drawing the circle”
stems from a legendary story about Honi
the Circle Maker, a Jewish sage who

prayed in a circle until rain came.
Batterson adapts this ancient practice to
contemporary Christian living,
encouraging believers to identify God’s
promises and pray circles around them.

WHAT IS “DRAW THE CIRCLE"”
ALL ABOUT?

Draw the Circle is a 40-day prayer
devotional that serves as a companion to
Batterson’s earlier book, The Circle
Maker. While The Circle Maker lays the
theological foundation for circle praying,
Draw the Circle provides daily readings,
prayer prompts, and practical steps to
help readers develop a consistent prayer
routine. Each day features a short
chapter followed by a prayer circle — a
focused time where you write down a
specific request and pray over it
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repeatedly until you see God move. The
central metaphor is that of drawing a
circle around your biggest dreams, fears,
and challenges, and then praying inside
that circle until breakthrough comes.

The Jericho
Principle

Batterson draws heavily from Joshua 6,
where the Israelites marched around the
walls of Jericho for seven days. On the
seventh day, they shouted, and the walls
fell. This story illustrates persistent,
obedient prayer. Batterson explains
that we often give up too soon, just
before our breakthrough. The discipline
of circling a promise — whether it's
physical healing, financial provision, or a

family member’s salvation — mirrors the
relentless march around Jericho. The key
is not just to ask once, but to pray
around it until God acts.

Praying with
Specificity

One of the most compelling aspects of
Draw the Circle is its call for specific
prayer. Batterson encourages readers to
define their requests clearly: “Lord, | am
praying for a $10,000 bonus to pay off
debt,” rather than “Lord, help me with
finances.”  Specificity  builds faith
because you can recognize when God
answers. It also forces you to articulate

exactly what you believe God can do.
Throughout the 40-day journey, you are



invited to write down your circles and
revisit them daily, tracking God’s
faithfulness over time.

KEY THEMES AND PRINCIPLES IN
MARK BATTERSON DRAW THE
CIRCLE

1. Keep Circling
Until Something
Happens

The core message of Mark Batterson
Draw The Circle is perseverance.
Batterson notes that many prayers go
unanswered simply because they are
never prayed with consistency. He

challenges readers to “keep circling” —
to pray the same request again and
again, not out of vain repetition, but with
growing faith. This persistence is not
about wearing God down; it's about
aligning your heart with His will and
demonstrating your dependence on Him.
Batterson often quotes the parable of
the persistent widow (Luke 18) as
biblical support for this approach.

2. God Honors
Bold Prayers

Another prominent theme is that bold
prayers honor God, and God honors
bold prayers. Batterson argues that we
often pray small prayers because we
have small faith. But the God of the
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universe is not limited by our
circumstances. When we draw a circle
around an audacious dream — planting a
church, adopting a child, starting a
ministry — we are giving God the
opportunity to show His power. The book
is filled with real-life testimonies of
people who saw dramatic answers after
committing to the 40-day circle
challenge.

3. Prayer
Changes Us

While Draw the Circle emphasizes
results, Batterson is careful to note that
the primary goal of prayer is intimacy
with God, not merely getting what we
want. As you circle a promise day after

day, your faith grows, your character
deepens, and your perspective shifts.
Even if the answer doesn’t come in the
way you expected, you are transformed
by the process. This is a crucial nuance
that prevents the book from becoming a
“name it and claim it” formula.

HOW TO START YOUR OWN
40-DAY DRAW THE CIRCLE
CHALLENGE

If you are inspired by Mark Batterson
Draw The Circle and want to
experience it for yourself, here is a
simple step-by-step guide:

1. Get a journal or notebook.
Designate it specifically for your
prayer circles.

2. ldentify a promise or a



problem. Ask God to reveal what
He wants you to circle — it could
be a Scripture promise, a personal
dream, or a pressing need.

. Draw a circle on the page.
Literally draw a circle and write
your request inside it. This act of

writing makes the prayer concrete.

. Pray around the circle daily.
Each day, read your request out
loud, thank God for what He is
going to do, and ask for specific
breakthroughs.

. Repeat for 40 days. Stay
consistent, even when you feel
discouraged. Journal any insights
or small victories along the way.

. Celebrate answers. When God
responds, circle that answer in red
or highlight it. This builds a record

of faithfulness.

Many churches and small groups have
adopted the Draw the Circle 40-day
challenge as a congregation-wide
initiative. It fosters unity and shared
expectancy as members pray for
communal needs — revival, outreach,
healing — circling them together.

THE SPIRITUAL IMPACT OF
CIRCLE PRAYING

Readers of Mark Batterson Draw The
Circle often report a deepened prayer
life and a renewed sense of spiritual
adventure. The practice transforms
prayer from a passive list of requests
into an active, faith-building discipline. It
encourages believers to expect God to
move in tangible ways. Moreover, the
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daily structure helps combat the
common struggle of prayerlessness.
Instead of sporadic rushed prayers, you
develop a rhythm of focused
intercession.

Batterson also weaves in teaching on
praying through God’s Word. Many of
the daily readings are centered on
specific Scriptures, allowing you to pray
the Bible back to God. This aligns your
heart with His will and ensures your
prayers are grounded in truth. The book
thus serves as a devotional, a prayer
guide, and a motivational tool all in one.

Testimonials and

Endorsements

Since its release, Draw the Circle has
received widespread acclaim from
pastors, authors, and everyday
Christians. Jonathan (a ministry leader)
shares, “l was stuck in a season of
spiritual dryness until | took the 40-day
challenge. Circling my family’s salvation
changed my prayer life and eventually,
my family story.” Similar stories abound
online — healed marriages, financial
breakthroughs, and even physical
healings — all attributed to persistent
circle praying. While Batterson is careful
not to claim that the method guarantees
results, the sheer number of testimonies
suggests that it creates a posture of
faith that invites God to work.



COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT DRAW THE CIRCLE

Because Mark Batterson Draw The
Circle has become so popular, a few
misconceptions have arisen. Let’s
address them:

e It is not a formula to
manipulate God. Batterson
emphasizes that prayer is
relational, not transactional. The
circles are a tool to focus your
faith, not a magic ritual.

* You don’t have to wait exactly
40 days. The 40-day framework is
taken from biblical precedents
(Moses, Elijah, Jesus in the
wilderness), but you can adapt it.
Some people pray circles for
weeks, months, or years.

e Circle praying works for any
kind of request — big or small.
Batterson encourages praying for
everything, from parking spots to
global justice. The size of the circle
reflects the size of your faith.

WHY THIS BOOK REMAINS
RELEVANT TODAY

In an age of distraction, digital overload,
and uncertainty, a disciplined prayer
practice  offers  grounding. Mark
Batterson Draw The Circle provides a
simple, memorable framework that cuts
through the noise. It invites believers to
take their petitions seriously and to trust
that God is listening. The book’s appeal
crosses denominational lines because it
focuses on the universal need for deep
connection with the Creator. Moreover,
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the 40-day format fits well into modern
life: long enough to form a habit, short
enough to finish without burnout.

CONCLUSION: STEP INTO YOUR
CIRCLE

If you have never read Mark Batterson
Draw The Circle — or if you have but
need a fresh start — consider picking it
up again. The challenge is simple, yet
profound. By drawing a circle around

your greatest need and praying
persistently for 40 days, you open
yourself to supernatural breakthrough.
More than that, you develop a prayer
lifestyle that can sustain you through
every season of life. As Batterson writes,
“The greatest tragedy in life is the
prayers that go unanswered because
they go unprayed.” So take the step.
Pick up a pen, draw a circle, and watch
what God does. Your breakthrough may
be just one circle away.



