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INTRODUCTION:
YOUR ROADMAP
TO CDL SUCCESS
IN MISSISSIPPI

E a r n i n g  y o u r
Commercial  Driver
L i c e n s e  ( C D L )  i n
M i s s i s s i p p i  i s  a
significant  milestone
that opens the door to
reward ing  career
opportunities  in  the
transportation  and

logist ics  industry.
Whether you aspire to
drive  long-haul  trucks
across  the  interstate,
operate  a  school  bus
f o r  y o u r  l o c a l
c o m m u n i t y ,  o r
transport  hazardous
materials,  the  path
begins  with  thorough
preparation.  A  well-
s t r u c t u r e d
Commercial  Driver
License  Mississippi
Test  Preparation
Guide  is  not  just  a
helpful  resource—it  is
an  essential  tool  for
navigating the complex
requirements  of  the
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Mississippi Department
of Public Safety (DPS).
This article provides a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
overview  of  what  you
need  to  know,  study,
and  do  to  pass  your
CDL exams on the first
attempt. We will cover
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m
understanding  the
different  license
classes  to  mastering
the written knowledge
tests  and  acing  the
skills road test. By the
end of this guide, you
wi l l  have  a  c lea r ,
act ionable  plan  to
approach  your  CDL
j o u r n e y  w i t h
confidence  and
competence.

UNDERSTANDING
THE MISSISSIPPI
CDL SYSTEM

Before diving into test
p repara t ion ,  i t  i s
crucial  to  understand
the  framework  of  the
C D L  p r o g r a m  i n

Mississippi.  The  state
f o l l o w s  f e d e r a l
guidelines  established
by  the  Federal  Motor
C a r r i e r  S a f e t y
Administration (FMCSA)
whi le  maintaining
specific  state-level
p r o c e d u r e s .  T h e
Mississippi Department
o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y
o v e r s e e s  a l l  C D L
testing and issuance. A
key point to remember
is that Mississippi uses
a  t h r e e - t i e r
classification  system
f o r  c o m m e r c i a l
l icenses.

CDL
License
Classes
Explained
The  class  of  license
you  need  depends
entirely on the type of
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vehicle  you  plan  to
operate and the weight
ratings involved.

Class A CDL:
This license is
required for
operating any
combination of
vehicles with a
gross
combination
weight rating
(GCWR) of
26,001 pounds or
more, provided
the towed
vehicle has a
gross vehicle
weight rating
(GVWR) of more
than 10,000
pounds. This is
the most
common class for
tractor-trailer
drivers.
Class B CDL:
This license
covers any single
vehicle with a
GVWR of 26,001
pounds or more,

as well as any
such vehicle
towing a trailer
with a GVWR not
exceeding
10,000 pounds.
Straight trucks,
large buses, and
dump trucks
typically fall
under this class.
Class C CDL:
This license is for
vehicles
designed to
transport 16 or
more passengers
(including the
driver) or for
vehicles that
transport
hazardous
materials
requiring
placarding. The
vehicle itself
must have a
GVWR of less
than 26,001
pounds.



4

4 Commercial Driver License Mississippi
Test Preparation Guide

2024-04-04

Key CDL
Endorse
ments
and
Restrictio
ns
Your  Commercial
D r i v e r  L i c e n s e
Mississippi  Test
Preparation  Guide
must  also  address
endorsements.  These
a r e  a d d i t i o n a l
certifications  added  to
your  CDL  that  allow
y o u  t o  o p e r a t e
specialized  equipment
or  transport  specific
t y p e s  o f  c a r g o .
C o m m o n
endorsements  include
T  ( D o u b l e / T r i p l e
Trailers),  P  (Passenger
Transport),  N  (Tank

V e h i c l e s ) ,  H
(Hazardous  Materials),
and  S  (School  Bus).
Each  endorsement
requires  passing  a
separate  knowledge
test, and some, like the
H  endorsement,  also
require  a  background
check  and  a  separate
skills test. Restrictions,
s u c h  a s  t h e  " K "
restriction  (intrastate
only) or "L" restriction
(no  air  brakes),  limit
your  driving  privileges
based  on  the  vehicle
you use for testing.

THE THREE
STAGES OF CDL
TESTING IN
MISSISSIPPI

To obtain your CDL in
Mississippi,  you  must
successfully  complete
three distinct stages of
testing.  Understanding
the format and content
o f  e a c h  s t a g e  i s
essential  for  effective
preparation. Your study
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plan  should  allocate
time  for  the  written
knowledge  test,  the
p r e - t r i p  v e h i c l e
inspection,  and  the
basic control skills and
road test.

Stage 1:
The
General
Knowledg
e Written
Test
This  is  the  first  hurdle.
Regardless of the class
o f  C D L  y o u  a r e
pursuing,  you  must
pass  the  Gene ra l
Knowledge  written
test.  This  test  covers
fundamental  topics
s u c h  a s  v e h i c l e
inspect ion ,  bas ic

vehicle control, shifting
gears,  communicating
with  other  drivers,
speed  management,
space  management,
night  dr iv ing,  and
e m e r g e n c y
p r o c e d u r e s .  I n
Mississippi, the general
knowledge  test  i s
typically  administered
on  a  computer  at  a
DPS exam station. You
must  achieve  a  score
of at least 80% to pass.
A  h i g h - q u a l i t y
preparation  guide  will
i n c l u d e  p r a c t i c e
q u e s t i o n s  a n d
explanat ions  that
mirror  the  real  exam
f o r m a t .  D o  n o t
underestimate  this
t e s t ;  m a n y
experienced drivers fail
because  they  assume
t h e i r  o n - r o a d
experience  is  enough
to  pass  the  written
portion.
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Stage 2:
The Pre-
Trip
Vehicle
Inspectio
n Test
Before  you  can  drive,
you  must  prove  you
can  inspect.  The  pre-
trip inspection test is a
critical  component  of
the CDL skills test. You
will  be  asked  to  walk
around the vehicle and
i d e n t i f y  k e y
components,  explain
what  they  do,  and
demonstrate  how  to
check that they are in
s a f e  o p e r a t i n g
condition.  Mississippi
examiners  follow  the
s t a n d a r d  C D L
inspection  format,

which  includes  the
engine  compartment
(under  the  hood),  the
cab (inside and around
t h e  d r i v e r ) ,  t h e
coupling  system  (for
combination  vehicles),
and the external lights,
tires,  and  chassis.  A
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
Commercial  Driver
License  Mississippi
Test  Preparation
Guide  should  provide
a  s t e p - b y - s t e p
checklist  for  the  pre-
t r i p  i n s p e c t i o n ,
e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e
"three-point"  method
for checking lights and
the  specific  language
examiners  expect  to
hear.  Practice  this
inspection  out  loud
u n t i l  i t  b e c o m e s
second  nature.

Stage 3:
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The Basic
Control
Skills and

Road Test
This  is  the  hands-on
port ion  where  you
demonstrate  your
ability  to  operate  the
vehicle  safely.  The
basic control skills test
is usually conducted in
a  controlled  off-road
area. You will be asked
to perform maneuvers
such  as  straight  line
backing,  offset  backing
(left  and  right),  and
parallel  parking  (or
alley  docking).  The
road  test  then  takes
place on public streets.
During  the  road  test,
a n  e x a m i n e r  w i l l
evaluate your ability to
navigate  intersections,
make  turns,  change

lanes,  merge  with
traffic,  and  respond  to
road  conditions.  You
will also be expected to
demonstrate  proper
shifting,  braking,  and
use  of  mirrors.  This
s t a g e  r e q u i r e s
significant  practice  in
the actual vehicle you
plan to use for testing.
Preparation  should
i n c l u d e  n o t  o n l y
p r a c t i c i n g  t h e
maneuvers  but  also
learning  the  scoring
c r i t e r i a  u s e d  b y
M i s s i s s i p p i  D P S
examiners.

ESSENTIAL STUDY
STRATEGIES FOR
THE MISSISSIPPI
CDL EXAMS

Effective  test
prepara t ion  goes
beyond simply reading
t h e  m a n u a l .  T o
maximize your chances
of passing, you need a
structured  approach
that combines different
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learning methods.  The
official  Mississippi
Commercial  Driver
License  Manual ,
p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e
Mississippi Department
of Public Safety, should
b e  y o u r  p r i m a r y
resource.  However,
how you use it makes
all the difference.

Create a
Study
Schedule
Set  aside  dedicated
time each day for CDL
s t u d y .  B r e a k  t h e
m a t e r i a l  i n t o
manageable  sections.
For  example,  dedicate
one  day  to  vehicle
inspection,  another  to
air brakes, and another
to space management.
Consistent, short study
s e s s i o n s  ( 4 5 - 6 0
minutes) are generally

more  effective  than
marathon  cramming
s e s s i o n s .  U s e  a
calendar to track your
progress  and  ensure
you  cover  all  topics
before your  scheduled
test date.

Utilize
Practice
Tests
Pract ice  tests  are
inva luab le .  They
familiarize you with the
f o r m a t  o f  t h e
questions, help identify
knowledge  gaps,  and
reduce  test  anxiety.
Many reputable  online
resources  offer
p r a c t i c e  t e s t s
specifically  tailored  to
M i s s i s s i p p i  C D L
requirements.  These
practice  tests  often
cover  the  genera l
knowledge  test  and
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endorsement-specific
tests.  As  you  answer
questions,  pay  close
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e
explanations  for  both
correct  and  incorrect
answers. This deepens
your  understanding  of
the  material  rather
than  just  memorizing
a n s w e r s .  A i m  t o
consistently  score
above 85% on practice
tests before scheduling
your actual exam.

Focus on
the Air
Brakes
Section
A i r  b r a k e s  a r e  a
f r e q u e n t  a r e a  o f
difficulty  for  CDL
candidates.  I f  the
vehicle you are testing
with  is  equipped  with
air  brakes,  you  must

pass  the  Air  Brakes
knowledge test. This is
a specialized test that
covers the components
of an air brake system,
how  air  brakes  work,
how  to  inspect  them,
and  how to  recognize
potential  fai lures.
Spend  extra  time  on
t h i s  s e c t i o n .
U n d e r s t a n d  t h e
difference  between  a
low air warning device,
the brake lag distance,
a n d  t h e  p r o p e r
procedure for checking
slack  adjusters .  A
t h o r o u g h
understanding  of  air
brakes  is  not  just  for
the test—it is essential
for your safety and the
safety of others on the
road.

Study the
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Mississip
pi-
Specific

Rules
While  CDL  standards
are  federal,  there  are
state-specific
regulations  that  may
appear  on  your  test.
F o r  e x a m p l e ,
Mississippi  has  specific
laws  regarding  school
bus operation, railroad
crossing  procedures,
and the transportation
o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l
products.  Your  study
guide  should  highlight
any  Mississippi-specific
requirements.  Pay
attention  to  speed
limits  for  commercial
vehicles  in  different
areas,  restrictions  on
using handheld mobile
devices  while  driving,

and the state's implied
consent laws related to
a l c o h o l  t e s t i n g .
Knowing these nuances
can give you an edge
on the test and in your
driving career.

RECOMMENDED
RESOURCES FOR
MISSISSIPPI CDL
PREPARATION

Having  the  right  tools
is half the battle when
preparing for your CDL
exams.  The  following
r e s o u r c e s  a r e
specifically
recommended  for
Mississippi  drivers.

Official
Mississippi CDL
Manual: This is
your foundation.
It is available
free of charge at
any DPS exam
station or can be
downloaded from
the Mississippi
DPS website.
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Read it cover to
cover.
Practice Test
Websites:
Several websites
offer practice
tests that are
updated to
reflect the latest
Mississippi CDL
test questions.
Look for sites
that offer tests
for general
knowledge, air
brakes, and all
common
endorsements.
CDL Training
Schools: If you
prefer structured
learning,
consider
enrolling in a
certified CDL
training program
in Mississippi.
Many community
colleges and
private truck
driving schools
offer programs

that combine
classroom
instruction with
behind-the-wheel
training. These
programs are
especially
beneficial if you
have no prior
commercial
driving
experience.
Study Apps:
Mobile apps
allow you to
study on the go.
Many apps
feature
flashcards,
practice
questions, and
progress
tracking. They
are a convenient
way to review
material during
lunch breaks or
downtime.
Peer Study
Groups: Joining
a study group
with other CDL
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candidates can
be highly
effective.
Discussing
concepts,
quizzing each
other, and
sharing tips can
reinforce your
learning and
keep you
motivated.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID DURING
CDL TESTING

Even  well-prepared
candidates  can  make
avoidable  errors  on
test  day.  Being aware
o f  t hese  common
pitfalls  can  help  you
s tay  f ocused  and
perform at your best. A
reliable  Commercial
D r i v e r  L i c e n s e
Mississippi  Test
Preparation  Guide
will  warn  you  about
these issues.

Neglectin
g the
Vehicle
Inspectio
n Script
Many  candidates  fail
the  pre-trip  inspection
because  they  do  not
u s e  t h e  c o r r e c t
terminology  or  they
r u s h  t h r o u g h  t h e
process. The examiner
is  not  just  checking if
you can identify parts;
they  are  evaluating
w h e t h e r  y o u  c a n
c o m m u n i c a t e
effectively  and
d e m o n s t r a t e  a
systematic  approach.
Practice the inspection
script  exactly  as  it  is
outlined  in  the  CDL
manual .  For  every
item,  state  its  name,
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what it does, and how
you check that it is in
good working order. Do
not skip any steps.

Poor
Space
Managem
ent
During
the Road
Test
During  the  road  test,
examiners  are  hyper-
aware of your ability to
maintain safe following
distances and manage
space  around  your
veh ic le .  Common
errors include following
too  closely,  failing  to
c h e c k  m i r r o r s
frequently,  and  not

leaving  enough  space
when  changing  lanes.
Remember  tha t  a
commercial  vehicle
requires  significantly
more stopping distance
than a passenger  car.
Give yourself plenty of
room and always have
an escape route.

Overlooki
ng the
Pre-Trip
Walk-
Around
Before  you even start
the  engine  during  the
road  test ,  you  are
expected to conduct a
thorough  walk-around
inspec t i on  o f  the
vehicle.  Failure  to  do
s o ,  o r  d o i n g  i t
superficially,  can result
in an automatic failure.
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Check  your  tires  for
proper  inflation  and
tread  depth,  look  for
any  leaks  under  the
vehicle,  ensure  al l
lights  and  reflectors
a r e  c l e a n  a n d
functional,  and  verify
that  your  coupl ing
system  (if  applicable)
is  secure.  A  casual
glance  around  the
truck is not sufficient.

Test
Anxiety
and
Rushing
Nerves can cause even
the  most  prepared
d r i v e r  t o  m a k e
mistakes. Take a deep
breath before the test
begins. Listen carefully
to  the  examiner 's
instructions and ask for
clarification  if  you  do

n o t  u n d e r s t a n d
something. Do not rush
t h r o u g h  t h e
maneuvers. It is better
to proceed slowly and
deliberately  than  to
make  a  hasty  error.
T h e  e x a m i n e r  i s
l o o k i n g  f o r  s a f e ,
controlled  operation,
not  speed.

AFTER YOU PASS:
NEXT STEPS FOR
YOUR MISSISSIPPI
CDL

Congratulations!  You
have  passed  your
knowledge  and  skills
tests.  However,  your
journey  is  not  quite
over. You must visit a
Mississippi  DPS  office
to  pay  the  applicable
fees,  have your photo
taken,  and  receive
your  official  CDL.  You
w i l l  a l s o  n e e d  t o
provide  proof  of  your
identity, residency, and
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y
n u m b e r .  I f  y o u
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obtained  a  Hazardous
Materials endorsement,
y o u  w i l l  n e e d  t o
u n d e r g o  a
Transportation Security
Administration  (TSA)

threat  assessment.
Your CDL is valid for a
set  period,  typically
five  to  eight  years,
depending on your age
and the type of license.


