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THE ENDURING
POWER OF RHYME:
EXPLORING
WORDS THAT
RHYME WITH
MEMORY

In  the  vast  landscape
o f  l a n g u a g e ,  f e w
elements  capture  the
heart  and  mind  quite
l ike  a  wel l -p laced
rhyme. Rhymes create
a  mus i ca l i t y  tha t
makes  words  stick,
gives poetry its pulse,
and  lends  song  lyrics
their  unforgettable
quality.  Among  the
most  evocative  and

frequently  used words
in  creative  writing  is
memory.  It  is  a word
steeped  in  emotion,
nostalgia,  love,  and
loss.  But  for  writers,
poets,  and  lyricists,
finding  the  perfect
partner  for  "memory"
can  be  a  challenge.
T h e  w o r d  h a s  a
distinctive rhythm and
a specific ending sound
that opens the door to
a  surprisingly  rich  set
o f  r h y m i n g
possibil it ies.
This guide explores the
complete  universe  of
words  that  rhyme
with memory. We will
go beyond simple lists
to  understand  the
mechanics of rhyming,
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u n c o v e r  p e r f e c t
rhymes ,  embrace
valuable  near  rhymes,
and  see  how  these
words can elevate your
writing.  Whether  you
are  crafting  a  sonnet,
writing  a  rap  verse,
composing  a  heartfelt
song, or simply playing
w i t h  l a n g u a g e ,
understanding  these
rhymes will give you a
powerful creative tool.

UNDERSTANDING
THE RHYME: WHY
"MEMORY" IS
UNIQUE

Before  diving  into  the
list,  it  helps  to  know
why "memory" sounds
the  way  it  does.  The
word is stressed on the
first  syllable:  MEM-o-
ry. The final sound is "-
ory"  (pronounced  like
"oh-ree"  or  "uh-ree"
depending on accent).
To  find  a  perfect
rhyme,  you  need  a
word  that  shares  the

same  stressed  vowel
sound  ( "eh"  as  i n
"mem") and the same
ending sounds ("-ory").
This  makes  perfect
rhymes  for  "memory"
relatively rare but very
specific  and  satisfying.
Many  o f  them  a re
longer,  multisyllabic
words  that  br ing  a
formal  or  descriptive
weight to your writing.

Perfect
Rhymes
for
Memory
Perfect rhymes are the
gold  standard.  They
share  an  ident ical
sound  from  the  last
stressed  vowel  to  the
end  of  the  word.  For
" m e m o r y , "  m o s t
perfect  rhymes  are
words ending in "-ory"
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that  also  stress  the
first  syllable.  Here  are
the most common and
useful perfect rhymes:

History – A
timeless classic.
The pairing of
memory and
history is natural
and profound.
Example: "The
old photograph
holds a faded
memory, a silent
witness to a
family's history."
Victory –
Combines
triumph with
recollection.
Great for
inspirational or
reflective pieces.
Example: "In the
quiet of defeat,
he clung to the
sweet memory of
a hard-fought
victory."
Ivory – Evokes
images of age,
beauty, and

value. Works well
in romantic or
nostalgic
contexts.
Example: "She
kept a lock of
hair, as white as
ivory, a dear
memory of her
grandmother."
Territory –
Useful for poetry
about place,
ownership, or
personal space.
Example: "Love
is unexplored
territory, filled
with every
shared memory."
Inventory –
More specific and
logistical, but can
be used
metaphorically
for mental lists.
Example: "He
took an inventory
of his regrets, a
painful memory
of every missed
opportunity."
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Dormitory –
Evokes youth,
school, and
shared living.
Great for
coming-of-age
stories. Example:
"The hallways of
the old dormitory
still echo with
the memory of
whispered
secrets."
Laboratory –
Adds a scientific
or experimental
feel. Example:
"His mind was a
laboratory of
thought, mixing
every memory
into new
theories."
Observatory – A
more poetic,
elevated rhyme.
Connects
memory with
contemplation
and vastness.
Example: "From
the hilltop

observatory, he
watched the
stars, each one a
distant memory
of light."
Conservatory –
Suggests art,
music, or
flowers.
Example: "The
scent of roses in
the conservatory
brought back a
vivid memory of
her first recital."
Depository –
Implies trust and
storage.
Example: "The
heart is a
depository of
love, a sacred
memory kept
safe."
Armory –
Strong, defensive
imagery.
Example: "He
built an armory
of courage from
every memory of
overcoming
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fear."
Rectory – A less
common but
valid rhyme,
associated with
clergy houses.
Often used in
historical fiction.
Promissory –
Relates to
promises, linking
past actions to
future
expectations.
Example: "Their
first kiss felt
promissory, a
memory that
pledged a
lifetime of love."
Derogatory –
Negative
connotation,
useful for conflict
or criticism.
Example: "He
could not escape
the memory of
her derogatory
words."

Using
Perfect
Rhymes
Effectivel
y
Perfect  rhymes  for
"memory"  are  often
mul t i sy l lab ic  and
somewhat formal. They
work  beautifully  in
solemn,  reflective,  or
narrative  poetry.  In
songwriting,  they  can
create a sophisticated,
lyrical  flow.  However,
be  cautious:  forcing  a
r a r e  w o r d  l i k e
"conservatory"  into  a
l i n e  c a n  s o u n d
unnatural if the subject
doesn't  fit.  Always
prioritize meaning over
rhyme.  When  you  find
a  natural  pairing,  the
impact is powerful.
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For  instance,  consider
these  l ines  f rom  a
hypothetical  poem:
"The mind preserves
its longest history /
In the quiet folds of
memory."
T h e  r h y m e  f e e l s
seamless because both
words are abstract and
relate  to  t ime  and
thought.

NEAR RHYMES
(SLANT RHYMES)
FOR FLEXIBILITY

Creative  writing  often
benefits  from  near
rhymes,  also  called
slant  rhymes  or  half
rhymes.  These  are
words  tha t  sound
s imi lar  but  do  not
share  an  identical  final
vowel  or  consonant
sound.  Near  rhymes
offer  more  freedom
and  can  prevent  a
poem  from  sounding
too predictable or sing-
songy.  For  "memory,"

many  near  rhymes
have a different ending
vowe l  but  s im i la r
consonant  textures.
They  are  especially
common  in  modern
poetry and song lyrics.

Common
Near
Rhymes
for
Memory

Story – One of
the most popular
near rhymes. The
"or" sound is
different from "o-
ry," but the flow
is very close.
Example: "Every
wrinkle on his
face tells a story,
etched by time
and memory."
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Glory – Another
excellent near
rhyme. Works for
themes of
achievement,
transcendence,
or beauty.
Example: "The
sunset faded in a
blaze of glory, a
fleeting memory
of light."
Allegory – A
more
sophisticated
option, suitable
for philosophical
or symbolic
writing. Example:
"The dream was
an allegory, each
scene a distorted
memory."
Category –
Useful for
organizational
metaphors.
Example: "She
filed her feelings
into a category
of half-forgotten
memory."

Mystery – Adds
an element of
the unknown.
Example: "The
old house was
filled with
mystery, every
shadow a half-
remembered
memory."
Emissary –
Suggests a
messenger or
representative.
Example: "The
scent of rain was
an emissary, a
sensory memory
of childhood."
Etymology – A
very advanced
near rhyme, but
can be clever for
word-themed
pieces.
Cherry – A one-
syllable shift
(CHEH-ree vs.
MEM-o-ree).
Works in playful
or sensory
contexts.
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Example: "His
laugh had a
sweetness like a
cherry, a bright
and happy
memory."
Berry – Similar
to cherry.
Example: "The
taste of wild
berry brought
back a summer
memory."
Merry – A close
vowel match
(both have "eh"
but "merry" ends
in "ree" without
the "o" sound).
Example: "The
holiday was
merry, a
recurring
memory of joy."
Very – A simple
but effective
slant rhyme,
especially for
emphasis.
Example: "The
feeling was very
distinct, a sharp

memory of that
day."

When to
Choose
Near
Rhymes
Near rhymes are ideal
when  you  want  to
mainta in  a  rhyme
s c h e m e  w i t h o u t
resorting  to  obscure
vocabulary.  I f  you
canno t  na tu ra l l y
include  "victory"  or
"territory,"  try  "story"
or "glory." These words
a r e  c o m m o n ,
emotionally  charged,
and easy to integrate.
In  songwriting,  near
rhymes  a re  o f ten
preferred because they
s o u n d  m o r e
conversational and less
forced.  For  example,
many  pop  songs  use
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"memory"  and  "story"
as  an  imperfect  but
satisfying pair.

"We wrote
our names
across the
wall, a
good night
story / That
I still keep
inside my
memory."

EXPANDING THE
SET: TWO-
SYLLABLE AND
ONE-SYLLABLE
RHYMES

While  "memory"  is
three  syllables,  you
can  also  find  rhymes
that  are  two  syllables
or  even  one  syllable
when  cons ider ing
unstressed  endings.
These are less common
but can be used in fast-
paced  verse  or  when
the  final  syllable  of
" m e m o r y "  i s

deemphasized.

Two-
Syllable
Near
Rhymes

Temporary –
Ends similarly
but has an "air"
sound. Works as
a slant rhyme.
Commentary –
Another -ary
word, near
rhyme.
Literary – Good
for academic or
artistic contexts.
Customary –
Useful for
describing
habits.
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One-
Syllable
and
Simple
Near

Rhymes
If  you  treat  the  final
syllable "ry" as the key
sound, you can rhyme
with  words  ending  in
"ree" or  "rye" (though
with  vowel  shifts).
Examples:  free,  tree,
see, key, plea, knee,
be, me, we – all very

loose  but  occasionally
effective in rap or very
i n f o r m a l  v e r s e .
However,  these  are
extremely  far  from
perfect  and should be
u s e d  s p a r i n g l y .
Typically,  you  would
avoid them unless the
preceding  syllables
create a strong internal
rhythm.
For  instance,  a  line
l i k e :  " I  h o l d  a
memory / And set it
f ree"  wo rks  on l y
because  "free"  is  a
common word and the
meaning  drives  the
l i n e .  I t  i s  a  w e a k
rhyme,  but  in  modern
free verse or rap, it can
pass.


