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UNLEASH YOUR
CREATIVITY WITH
A FELT PAPER
DOLLS TEMPLATE

Imagine  the  joy  of
watching a child’s eyes
light up as they dress
and  redress  a  t iny
character  they  helped
create.  The  tacti le
pleasure  of  soft  felt,
t h e  e n d l e s s
possibilities  of  outfit
combinations,  and the
simplicity of a printable
g u i d e  a l l  c o m e
t o g e t h e r  i n  o n e
delightful  craft:  felt
paper  dolls.  Whether

y o u  a r e  a  p a r e n t
looking  for  a  screen-
f r e e  a c t i v i t y ,  a n
educator  seeking  a
hands-on learning tool,
or a crafter wanting to
explore a new medium,
a  felt  paper  dolls
template  opens  the
d o o r  t o  h o u r s  o f
imaginative  play.  This
article  will  walk  you
through everything you
need  to  know  about
these  templates,  from
w h y  t h e y  a r e  s o
popular to how you can
choose, use, and even
design your own.
F e l t  p a p e r  d o l l s
combine  the  classic
charm  of  paper  dolls
with the durability and
texture  o f  fabr ic .
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Instead  of  flimsy
cardboard cutouts, you
get  soft ,  reusable
p i e c e s  t h a t  c a n
withstand  enthusiastic
play. The secret lies in
the  t emp la te  —  a
pattern  that  guides
your cutting, sewing, or
gluing.  With a reliable
f e l t  p a p e r  d o l l s
t emp la te ,  even  a
beginner can create a
s e t  o f  d o l l s  a n d
costumes  that  look
professional  and  last
for  years.  Let’s  dive
into  the  world  of  felt
do l l  c r a f t i ng  and
discover how to make
the  most  o f  these
wonderful resources.

What Is a
Felt
Paper

Dolls
Template
?
A  fe l t  paper  do l l s
template is a printable
pattern  that  provides
t h e  o u t l i n e s  a n d
shapes  needed  to
create  a  felt  doll  and
its wardrobe. Typically,
the template includes a
base  doll  figure,
mult ip le  pieces  of
clothing,  accessories,
and  sometimes  even
pets  or  props.  The
des igns  can  be  as
simple as a basic boy
or girl shape with a few
i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e
outfits,  or  as  elaborate
as historical costumes,
fantasy  characters,  or
t h e m e d  s e t s  l i k e
“under  the  sea”  or
“outer  space.”
Unlike traditional paper
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dol ls  that  requi re
careful cutting of paper
and  often  fall  apart
after  a  few  uses,  felt
versions  are  sturdy.
The  template  ensures
that each piece is cut
to the correct size and
s h a p e ,  m a k i n g
a s s e m b l y
straightforward.  Many
templates  come  with
instructions  for  either
sewing  the  p ieces
together or using fabric
g l u e ,  s o  y o u  c a n
choose  the  method
that  suits  your  skill
level.  The  result  is  a
p e r s o n a l i z e d ,
handmade  toy  that
encourages  creativity
and  fine  motor  skills.

Why
Choose

Felt Over
Paper?
You might wonder why
you  should  invest  in
felt  and  a  template
instead of just printing
a paper doll. Here are
several  compelling
reasons:

Durability: Felt
does not tear
easily. A felt doll
can be played
with, stored, and
passed down
without losing its
shape.
Textural
Appeal: The
soft, fuzzy
surface of felt is
pleasing to touch
and adds a
sensory
dimension that
paper cannot
match.
Reusability:
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Because felt
pieces can be
stored flat or in a
bag, they are
easy to keep
organized and
reuse again and
again.
Customization:
You can mix and
match fabrics,
add embroidery
details, or use
different colors
that you cannot
achieve with a
printer.
Eco-Friendly
Option: Felt
made from
recycled fibers or
natural wool
reduces waste
compared to
constantly
printing new
paper dolls.

By  using  a  felt  paper
dolls  template,  you
gain  the  best  of  both
worlds:  the  structured
design of a pattern and

the freedom to choose
your  materials.  This
hybrid approach makes
the craft accessible to
both  beginners  and
seasoned  makers.

Essential
Tools and
Materials
B e f o r e  y o u  s t a r t
working  with  a  felt
paper  dolls  template,
gather  the  following
i t e m s .  M o s t  a r e
inexpensive  and  easy
to find:

Felt sheets:1.
Choose 100%
wool or acrylic
blend. Wool felt
is softer and
more durable but
pricier. Acrylic
felt works well
for beginners
and comes in
many colors.
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Scissors: A2.
sharp pair of
fabric scissors is
essential for
clean cuts. Small
embroidery
scissors help with
tiny details.
Template3.
prints: Print
your chosen felt
paper dolls
template on
regular paper or
cardstock. Cut
out the pieces to
use as pattern
guides.
Pins or fabric4.
markers: Secure
the paper
pattern pieces to
the felt before
cutting.
Alternatively,
trace around the
pattern with a
disappearing ink
pen.
Adhesive or5.
needle and
thread: For no-

sew projects,
fabric glue works
well. If you prefer
sewing, a simple
running stitch or
whipstitch will
hold the layers
together.
Embroidery6.
floss and
needles: Use
these to add
facial features,
hair, or
decorative
details on
clothing.
Buttons,7.
ribbons, or
snaps: Optional
closures for
removable
outfits. You can
also use tiny
strips of hook-
and-loop tape.

Having  these  items
ready  will  make  the
process  smooth  and
enjoyable.  Most  felt
paper  dolls  template
sets  also  recommend
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specific colors,  but feel
free to improvise.

How to
Use a Felt
Paper
Dolls
Template
: Step-by-
Step
Follow  these  steps  to
turn your template into
a charming felt doll:

STEP 1: PREPARE
THE TEMPLATE

Print  the  felt  paper
dolls template at 100%
scale  (do  not  fit  to
p a g e  u n l e s s
instructed).  Cut  out
each  pattern  piece

roughly,  leaving  a
small  margin  around
the lines. This makes it
easier to pin or trace.

STEP 2: CHOOSE
AND CUT FELT

Lay the pattern pieces
on  the  appropriate
colored  felt.  For  the
d o l l  b o d y ,  y o u ’ l l
typically  need  skin
tone  felt .  For  hair,
c l o t h e s ,  a n d
accessories, pick colors
that match your vision.
Pin the pattern to the
felt  or  trace around it
with  a  fabric  marker.
Cut carefully along the
lines.

STEP 3: ASSEMBLE
THE DOLL

Most templates have a
front  and  back  piece
for the doll body. Place
them  together  and
either  glue  or  stitch
around  the  edges,
l e a v i n g  a  s m a l l
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opening  for  stuffing.
Use a bit  of  polyester
fiberfill  for  a  soft,
plump doll,  then close
the  opening.  If  you
prefer a flat doll (like a
traditional  paper  doll),
simply  glue  the  front
and  back  together
without stuffing, or use
a single layer of felt for
t h e  b o d y .  S o m e
templates  even  have
separate arms and legs
that  can  be  attached
w i t h  b u t t o n s  f o r
movement.

STEP 4: CREATE
THE WARDROBE

Outfits  in  a  felt  paper
dol ls  template  are
usually designed to be
attached  with  small
tabs,  hook-and-loop
d o t s ,  o r  s i m p l y
overlapped and held by
f r ic t ion .  Cut  each
clothing  piece  from
felt,  then  add  details
like pockets, collars, or
trim  using  contrasting

felt or embroidery. For
removable  clothes,
attach a small piece of
soft  hook-and-loop
tape to the back of the
c l o t h i n g  a n d  a
matching piece to the
d o l l ’ s  b o d y .
Alternatively,  you  can
make clothes that wrap
around  the  doll  and
fasten with  a  snap or
ribbon at the back.

STEP 5: ADD THE
FACE AND HAIR

Use  embroidery  floss
to stitch simple eyes, a
nose,  and  a  smi le.
Keep  express ions
friendly and neutral so
the doll can be used in
m a n y  r o l e - p l a y
scenarios. Hair can be
made  from  yarn,  felt
s t r i p s ,  o r  c u r l y
embroidery.  Glue  or
stitch  it  to  the  head.

STEP 6: LET THE
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PLAY BEGIN

Once all pieces are dry
or secure, your felt doll
set is ready. Store the
doll and its wardrobe in
a small box or zippered
pouch.  Children  can
change outfits as often
as  they  like,  mixing
and  matching  pieces
from different template
sets.

Where to
Find
Quality
Felt
Paper
Dolls
Template

s
T h e  i n t e r n e t  i s  a
treasure  trove  for
templates.  Here  are
reliable  sources:

Etsy: Many
independent
designers sell
digital PDF
templates with
unique
themes—fairies,
superheroes,
cultural
costumes, etc.
Look for high
ratings and read
reviews.
Craft blogs:
Search for “free
felt paper dolls
template” on
sites like
Pinterest or
dedicated sewing
blogs. Many
creators offer
free patterns in
exchange for an
email
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subscription.
Online
marketplaces:
Sites like
Creative Market
or Gumroad have
professional
designs for a
small fee.
Library books:
Check out craft
books at your
local library.
Many include
full-size patterns
for felt dolls.

When  se lec t ing  a
template, consider the
complexity.  Beginner-
fr iendly  templates
have fewer pieces and
simple  shapes,  while
advanced  ones  might
i n c l u d e  l a y e r e d
clothing,  shoes  with
tiny straps, or historical
details. Always check if
the  template  includes
instructions  and  a  list
of required materials.

Popular
Themes
for Felt
Paper
Dolls
Template
s
O n e  o f  t h e  b e s t
features of a felt paper
dolls  template  is  the
variety of themes. Here
are  some  favorites
among  parents  and
educators:

Community
Helpers: Outfits
for a doctor,
firefighter,
teacher, and
chef, perfect for
career
exploration.
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Seasonal
Wardrobes:
Summer dresses,
winter coats, rain
gear, and holiday
costumes.
Fantasy and
Fairy Tales:
Princess gowns,
knight armor,
dragon wings,
and wizard
robes.
Cultural
Costumes:
Traditional dress
from around the
world, great for
multicultural
education.
Animals
Dressed as
People: Bear,
bunny, or cat
base dolls with
human-style
clothes — a
whimsical twist.

Themed  sets  often
come  with  a  story  or
activity  guide,  which
can  be  espec ia l ly

useful in classrooms or
for quiet time at home.

Benefits
of Felt
Paper
Dolls for
Child
Develop
ment
Beyond  the  crafting
enjoyment,  felt  paper
dolls  offer  significant
d e v e l o p m e n t a l
advantages:

Fine Motor
Skills: Cutting,
gluing, dressing,
and undressing
the dolls
strengthens hand
muscles and
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coordination.
Imaginative
Play: Children
create
narratives,
practice social
roles, and solve
problems as they
play with the
dolls.
Color and
Pattern
Recognition:
Sorting clothes
and matching
outfits helps with
visual
discrimination.
Language
Development:
Parents and
children can talk
about the
clothes, the
character’s
feelings, and the
storyline.
Emotional
Regulation:
Pretend play
allows children to
process

experiences and
express
emotions in a
safe way.

A  fe l t  paper  do l l s
template serves as the
foundation for all these
benefits,  giving  you  a
structured  yet  flexible
tool  for  play-based
learning.

Tips for
Customizi
ng Your
Felt
Paper
Dolls
Template
O n c e  y o u  a r e
comfortable  with  a
b a s i c  t e m p l a t e ,
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c o n s i d e r  t h e s e
personalization ideas:

Add a family
set: Print the
template at
different scales
to create a
parent, child, and
baby doll.
Incorporate
textures: Use
felt with glitter,
or add fuzzy yarn
for hair or fluffy
collars.
Make it
magnetic: Glue
small magnets to
the back of the
doll and clothing
pieces, then play
on a cookie sheet
or magnetic
board.
Create a travel
kit: Store
everything in a
felt envelope or
quiet book page
made from the
same template.
Include

accessories:
Add a pet (dog,
cat, or bunny)
using the same
body shape
scaled down.

By  adapting  a  single
f e l t  p a p e r  d o l l s
template, you can build
an  ent i re  wor ld  of
c h a r a c t e r s .  T h i s
scalability  makes  the
craft  economical  and
endlessly  engaging.

Troublesh
ooting
Common
Issues
Even  exper ienced
crafters  encounter
snags.  Here’s  how  to
solve them:

Clothes don’t
fit: Check if you
printed the
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template at the
correct scale.
Some templates
have a test
square to
measure. If the
clothes are loose,
add a tab or a
tiny button.
Felt frays: Use
sharp scissors
and cut with
smooth strokes.
Avoid cheap craft
felt that pills
easily. Wool
blend felt holds
edges better.
Glue seeps
through: Apply
glue sparingly
with a toothpick.
Use fabric glue
designed for felt,

not school glue.
Doll too stiff: If
you skip stuffing,
the doll will be
flat but still
playable. For a
softer feel, use
less glue and a
flexible fabric.

R e m e m b e r  t h a t
pract ice  improves
results.  Your  first  doll
may be imperfect, but
it will still be cherished.

CONCLUSION

A  fe l t  paper  do l l s
template is more than
a  pat tern ;  i t  i s  an
invitation  to  create,
p l a y ,  a n d  l e a r n .
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
making  a  quiet


