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INTRODUCTION

Creating a bibliography
is an essential skill for
any researcher,
student, or writer who
wants to give credit to
the sources that inform
their work. In today’s
digital age, many of
those sources come
from the vast expanse
of the internet. If you
have ever found
yourself staring at a
web page, wondering
exactly how to write
a bibliography
website entry
correctly, you are not
alone. The challenge

lies not only in
gathering the right
information but also in
formatting it according
to the specific citation
style required by your
instructor, publisher, or
institution.

Whether you are
working on a high
school essay, a

university thesis, or a
professional report,
knowing the proper
way to cite a website
can save you from
accusations of
plagiarism and help
your readers locate the
original material. This
comprehensive guide
will walk you through
every step of the
process—from


https://old.oplm.com/

identifying the key
elements of a website
citation to applying the
rules of MLA, APA, and
Chicago styles. By the
end, you will feel
confident in your ability
to produce accurate
and polished
bibliography entries for
any web source.

Moreover, we will also
discuss the concept of
creating your own
bibliography website or
using online tools to
simplify the task. So,
whether you are
learning the craft for
the first time or looking
to refine your existing
skills, this article
provides the answers
you need.

UNDERSTANDING
THE BASICS OF A
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Before diving into the
specifics  of  citing
websites, it is helpful to

revisit what a
bibliography is and
why it matters. A
bibliography is a list of
all the sources you
have consulted or cited
in your research. It
typically appears at the
end of your document,
organized
alphabetically by the
author’s last name or
by the title if no author
is available. The
purpose is twofold: to
acknowledge the
original creators of the
ideas you have used,
and to provide a
roadmap for your
readers to locate those
sources themselves.

When learning how to
write a bibliography
website entry, you
need to remember that
a website is not a
monolithic source. It
can be a news article,
a blog post, an official
report, a video, a social
media post, or a page
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from an online
encyclopedia. Each
type may require slight
variations in citation
format, but the core
elements remain
consistent.

Key
Elements
of a
Website
Citation

A complete
bibliography entry for a
website usually
includes the following
components, though
some may be omitted
if they are not
available:

e Author(s): The
name of the
person or
organization

responsible for
the content.

e Title of the
page or article:
The specific page
you are citing, in
quotation marks
(MLA) or plain
text (APA).

 Title of the
website: The
overarching site
name, often
italicized.

e Publisher or
sponsor: The
entity that
publishes the
site, if different
from the site
title.

e Date of
publication:
The day, month,
and year the
content was
posted or last
updated.

e URL: The direct
link to the page.

e Access date
(optional in



some styles):
The date you
visited the page,
especially
important if the
content may
change.

These elements form
the backbone of any
bibliography entry for a
website. However, the
order and punctuation
vary depending on the
citation style you are
following.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE: HOW TO
WRITE A
BIBLIOGRAPHY
FOR A WEBSITE IN
DIFFERENT STYLES

Now we will break
down the process for
the three most
common citation
styles: MLA (Modern
Language Association),
APA (American
Psychological

Association), and

Chicago (Notes and
Bibliography or Author-
Date). Each style has
its own rules, and
understanding the
differences is key to
mastering how to
write a bibliography
website entries
correctly.

MLA Style
(9th
Edition)

MLA style is widely
used in the humanities,
especially in English
and literature courses.
The bibliography in
MLA is called a Works
Cited page. For a
standard web page,
the format is as
follows:

Author Last Name,
First Name. “Title of
the Web Page.” Title
of the Website,
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Publisher or
Sponsor, Date of
Publication, URL.
Accessed Day Month
Year (optional but
recommended).

Example:

Smith, John. “The
Impact of Climate
Change on Coastal
Cities.” Environmental
Studies Today, Green
Earth Foundation, 12
Mar. 2021,
www.environmentalstu
diestoday.org/climate-
cities. Accessed 15
Apr. 2025.

Key points for MLA:

* Enclose the page
title in quotation
marks.

e |talicize the
website name.

e Omit the
publisher if it is
essentially the
same as the
website name.

e Include an
access date if the

page may be
updated.

e Use “n.d.” if no
publication date
is available.

If there is no author,
start with the title of
the page. If the
publisher is missing,
use the abbreviation
“n.p.” but this is rare in
modern MLA
guidelines.

APA Style
(7th
Edition)

APA is commonly used
in the social sciences,
psychology, and
education. The
bibliography is called a
References page. For a
webpage, the format
is:

Author Last Name,
First Initial. (Year,



Month Day of
publication). Title of
the page. Site
Name. URL

Example:

Smith, J. (2021, March
12). The impact of
climate change on
coastal cities.
Environmental Studies
Today.
https://www.environme
ntalstudiestoday.org/cli
mate-cities

Key points for APA:

¢ Use the author’s
last name and
first initial only.

¢ The date of
publication
appears in
parentheses
after the author’s
name.

e Only the first
word of the page
title and the
subtitle are
capitalized
(sentence case).

e The site name is

italicized.

e Do not add a
period after the
URL.

e Access date is
generally not
required unless
the content is
likely to change
(e.g., a wiki
page).

If no author is given,
move the page title to
the author position. If
no date is available,
use “(n.d.).”

Chicago
Style
(17th
Edition)

Chicago is used in
history, arts, and some
social sciences. It
offers two systems:
Notes and Bibliography
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(preferred for
humanities) and
Author-Date (preferred
for sciences). For a
bibliography entry
(Notes-Bibliography
style), the format is:

Author Last Name,
First Name. “Title of
the Web Page.” Last
modified Date of
publication or
accessed Date. URL.

Example:

Smith, John. “The
Impact of Climate
Change on Coastal
Cities.” Last modified
March 12, 2021.
https://www.environme
ntalstudiestoday.org/cli
mate-cities.

For Author-Date
references:
Example:

Smith, John. 2021.

“The Impact of Climate
Change on Coastal
Cities.” Environmental
Studies Today. Last
modified March 12.

https://www.environme
ntalstudiestoday.org/cli
mate-cities.

Key points for

Chicago:

e Use “Last
modified” if a
date is provided,
or “Accessed” if
not.

* Page titles are
enclosed in
qguotation marks;
the site name is
not italicized in
the Notes-
Bibliography
system but is
italicized in
Author-Date.

e Include a period
at the end of the
URL.

COMMON
MISTAKES WHEN
WRITING A
BIBLIOGRAPHY
WEBSITE ENTRY

Even experienced



researchers can slip
up. Here are some
frequent errors to
avoid when learning
how to write a
bibliography website
entries:

e Missing
information:
Forgetting to
include the date,
author, or URL.
Always double-
check the web
page for these
details.

¢ Using the
wrong style:
Mixing MLA and
APA rules can
confuse your
reader. Stick to
one style
consistently.

¢ Incorrect
punctuation: A
misplaced
comma or period
can change the
meaning or make
the citation look
unprofessional.

e Not including
access dates:
In MLA and
Chicago, an
access date is
often
recommended
for web sources
because online
content can
change. APA
typically does
not require it
except for
dynamic content.

e Citing the
entire website
instead of a
specific page: If
you are
referencing a
particular article,
you must cite
that page, not
just the
homepage.

A helpful habit is to
copy the URL as soon
as you find a useful
page and note the date
of publication while it is
still in front of you. This
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practice saves time
and reduces errors
later.

TOOLS AND
RESOURCES TO
HELP YOU WRITE A
BIBLIOGRAPHY
WEBSITE ENTRY

If the manual process
feels overwhelming,
there are numerous
tools that can assist
you in generating a
proper bibliography
website citation. Many
of these allow you to
input the URL and
automatically extract
the metadata. Here are
a few reliable options:

e Zotero: A free,
open-source
reference
manager that
can capture
citation
information from
web pages with
one click.

e Mendeley:

Another popular
reference
manager with
browser plugins
for importing
website citations.
 Citation
Machine: A
quick online tool
for generating
citations in MLA,
APA, Chicago,
and other styles.

e EasyBib: Offers
both a manual
and automatic
citation
generator for
websites.

e BibMe: Similar
to EasyBib, with
an emphasis on
accuracy and
style selection.

However, be cautious:
automated tools can
make mistakes,
especially if the web
page lacks clear
metadata. Always
review the generated
citation against the



official  style guide
before including it in
your final bibliography.

CAN YOU CREATE
YOUR OWN
BIBLIOGRAPHY
WEBSITE?

The phrase how to
write a bibliography
website might also be
interpreted as “how to
create a website that
generates

bibliographies.” While
that is a more
advanced topic, it is
worth a brief
discussion. If you are a
developer or a tech-
savvy writer interested
in building a tool to
help others cite
sources, you would
need to understand the
underlying data
structures of citation

formats. Such a
website would
typically:

e Accept user input

10

(e.g., URL,
manual fields for
author/title/date)

Parse metadata
from web pages
using tools like
Open Graph tags
or Dublin Core.
Allow the user to
choose a citation
style.

Output correctly
formatted
citations that can
be copied and
pasted.

Building such a website
from scratch requires
knowledge of HTML,
CSS, JavaScript, and
possibly server-side
languages like Python
or PHP. You would also
need to keep the
citation rules up to
date with style
changes published by
MLA, APA, and Chicago.
This is a substantial
project, but there are
open-source
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frameworks and APIs
(like Citation Styles

11

Language
that can

libraries)



