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INTRODUCTION:
WHY PRINTING
YOUR OWN
POSTERS IS A
GAME-CHANGER

P o s t e r s  h a v e  a n
undeniable  power.
They  can  transform a
b l a n k  w a l l  i n t o  a
gallery,  announce  an
event,  or  simply bring
a favorite quote to life.
While  ordering  prints
online  is  convenient,
there  is  something
uniquely  satisfying
about  learning  how
to  print  your  own
posters.  It  gives  you

total  creative  control,
saves you money over
time, and allows you to
produce  exactly  what
you  want,  when  you
want  it.  Whether  you
are a graphic designer,
a  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s
owner, a student, or a
hobbyist,  mastering
this  skill  opens  up  a
world  of  possibilities.
This guide will walk you
through every essential
step,  from  choosing
the right equipment to
finishing  your  final
p r o d u c t  w i t h  a
professional  touch.

UNDERSTANDING
THE BASICS OF
POSTER PRINTING

Before  diving  into  the
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technical  details,  it
helps  to  understand
what  makes  poster
printing  different  from
printing  a  standard
document .  Poster
printing involves larger
dimensions,  higher
visual  impact,  and
o f t e n  r e q u i r e s
attent ion  to  co lor
accuracy  and  paper
quality. The process is
not as complicated as
it  might  seem,  but  it
d o e s  r e q u i r e  a
methodical  approach.
By  breaking  it  down
into manageable steps,
you can achieve results
that  rival  commercial
print shops.

What You
Will Need
to Get

Started
To  begin  your  poster
pr in t ing  journey ,
gather  the  following
essential  items:

A printer
capable of
handling larger
paper sizes – At
minimum, you
will want one
that supports
tabloid (11x17
inches) or larger
formats. Many
inkjet printers
designed for
photographers or
graphic artists
can handle up to
13x19 inches.
For true poster
sizes like 24x36
inches, you will
need a wide-
format printer.
Quality paper
suitable for
posters –
Options include
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glossy photo
paper, matte
presentation
paper, canvas, or
specialty media
like pearl or satin
finish.
Design
software or
online tools –
Adobe
Photoshop,
Illustrator,
Canva, or even
free tools like
GIMP or Inkscape
will work.
A reliable
computer with
sufficient
processing
power – Large
poster files can
be demanding on
your system.
Sharp cutting
tools and a
straight edge –
For trimming
your prints
cleanly after they
come out of the

printer.

STEP 1:
DESIGNING YOUR
POSTER WITH
INTENTION

The foundation of  any
great  poster  is  i ts
design.  Even the  best
pr inter  and  paper
cannot  fix  poor
c o m p o s i t i o n  o r
pixelated  images.
When  you  set  out  to
p r i n t  y o u r  o w n
posters ,  s tar t  by
defining the purpose. Is
i t  f o r  a  r o o m
d e c o r a t i o n ,  a
promotional  event,  a
motivational piece, or a
gift? The message and
audience should guide
every design choice.

Choosing
the Right
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Dimensio
ns and
Resolutio

n
Posters  commonly
come in sizes such as
11x17  inches,  18x24
inches,  24x36  inches,
and  27x40  inches
(movie  poster  size).
Decide on your target
size  early  because  it
affects  your  design
canvas.  For  sharp
r e s u l t s ,  s e t  y o u r
document resolution to
300  DPI  (dots  per
inch).  At  300  DPI,  a
24x36  inch  poster
would require a canvas
size  of  7200 x  10800
pixels. If you use lower
resolution,  the  printed
image  will  look  blurry
or  blocky.  If  you  are
using images from the

w e b ,  b e
cautious—most  web
images are only 72 DPI
a n d  w i l l  a p p e a r
p i x e l a t e d  w h e n
enlarged.

Color
Modes:
RGB vs.
CMYK
This is a critical detail
that  many  beginners
overlook.  RGB  (Red,
Green,  Blue)  is  the
color  mode  used  by
computer monitors and
screens. CMYK (Cyan,
Magenta,  Yellow,
Key/Black)  is  the
standard for printing. If
you design in RGB, the
colors on your printed
p o s t e r  m a y  l o o k
noticeably  different
from what you see on
s c r e e n .  T o  g e t
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predictable  results,
work  in  CMYK  mode
from  the  start.  Most
professional  design
software allows you to
switch  between  these
modes  easily.  If  you
are  using  a  tool  like
Canva,  make  sure  to
select the print-friendly
settings.

Compositi
on Tips
for
Maximum
Impact
A  we l l - composed
poster  draws  the  eye
naturally.  Keep  these
principles in mind:

Hierarchy –
Make the most
important
element (title,

image, or central
graphic) the
largest and most
prominent.
White space –
Do not
overcrowd the
design. Empty
areas give the
eye a place to
rest and make
the content more
readable.
Contrast – Use
contrasting
colors for text
and background
to ensure
legibility from a
distance.
Typography –
Choose fonts
that are bold and
easy to read at a
distance. Avoid
overly decorative
fonts for the
main message.
Bleed area –
When designing
for printing,
extend your
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background and
any edge-to-
edge elements
beyond the final
trim line by at
least 0.125 to
0.25 inches. This
ensures there
are no white
edges after
cutting.

STEP 2: SELECTING
THE PERFECT
PAPER FOR YOUR
POSTER

The paper you choose
dramatically affects the
l o o k ,  f e e l ,  a n d
durab i l i ty  o f  your
poster.  There  is  no
single  best  option;  it
depends  entirely  on
your  goal.

Glossy
Photo

Paper
This is a popular choice
for  v ib rant ,  h igh-
contrast  images  and
photographs.  Glossy
paper  reflects  light,
making  colors  appear
punchy and saturated.
However, it is prone to
fingerprints  and  glare,
w h i c h  c a n  b e
distracting  in  brightly
lit rooms. It works best
for  art  reproductions
and  pho tog raphy
posters.

Matte
Paper
Matte paper has a non-
reflective  finish  that
reduces  glare  and
hides  fingerprints.  It
provides a softer, more
sophisticated look and
is easier to write on if
you plan to add notes.
Matte  finishes  are
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e x c e l l e n t  f o r
t y p o g r a p h y - h e a v y
posters,  minimalist
d e s i g n s ,  o r  a n y
application  where  you
want to avoid shine.

Luster or
Satin
Finish
This is a middle ground
between  glossy  and
matte.  Luster  paper
has  a  slight  texture
and  low  glare,  offering
vibrant  colors  without
the  fingerprint  issues
o f  g l o s s y .  M a n y
p r o f e s s i o n a l
photographers  prefer
luster for fine art prints
and high-end posters.

Canvas
For a painterly, fine-art
feel, canvas paper is a
fantastic option. It has

a woven texture and is
usually  thicker  than
standard  photo  paper.
Canvas  posters  look
great  when  stretched
o v e r  a  f r a m e ,
mimicking a traditional
painting.

Specialty
Papers
There are also metallic
papers,  translucent
vellums,  and  textured
fine  art  papers.  These
are  more  expensive
but  can  create  truly
unique  results  for
special  projects.
When  buying  paper,
a lways  check  the
compatibility with your
printer  model.  Some
printers  handle  thick
media  better  than
others.  Also,  consider
the  we igh t  o f  t he
paper,  measured  in
GSM (grams per square
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meter).  For  posters,
aim  for  at  least  200
GSM;  heavier  papers
(250-300  GSM)  feel
more  substantial  and
durable.

STEP 3:
PREPARING YOUR
PRINTER AND FILE
FOR OUTPUT

Once  your  design  is
finalized  and  your
paper  is  ready,  it  is
time  to  prepare  for
printing.  This  step  is
where  many  people
make  mistakes  that
ru in  an  otherwise
perfect  project.

Calibratin
g Your
Monitor

and
Printer
Co lo r  ca l ib ra t ion
ensures that what you
see on screen matches
what comes out of the
p r i n t e r .  W i t h o u t
calibration, your poster
might  come  out  too
dark, too warm, or with
a  color  cast.  You  can
u s e  h a r d w a r e
calibration tools like a
color imeter ,  or  at
min imum,  use  the
software  calibration
tools  built  into  your
operating  system.
Additionally, install the
correct ICC color profile
for your specific printer
a n d  p a p e r
combination.  These
profiles  are  usually
avai lable  from  the
paper  manufacturer's
website.
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Setting
Up Your
Print
Dialog
Correctly
When you go to print,
do not just hit the print
button. Open the print
dialog  and  configure
these  settings:

Select the1.
correct paper
size – Match this
to the actual
paper you are
using, not the
default letter
size.
Choose the2.
paper type –
Tell your printer
what kind of
paper you loaded
(e.g., glossy

photo paper,
matte
presentation
paper).
Set the print3.
quality – Select
the highest
quality setting
your printer
offers. This slows
down the print
but produces the
best results.
Enable4.
borderless
printing (if
desired) – If
your printer
supports it and
you designed
with a bleed, this
will print edge-
to-edge.
Scale correctly5.
– Make sure
scaling is set to
100% or "Actual
Size" unless you
intentionally
want a different
size.
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Using the
Right
Driver
and
Software
For  optimal  control,
print directly from your
design software rather
than  f rom  a  bas ic
image viewer. Software
like  Adobe  Photoshop
or Lightroom gives you
access  to  advanced
color management and
print  sett ings  that
c o n s u m e r - g r a d e
programs often hide.

STEP 4: THE
PRINTING
PROCESS ITSELF

With everything set up
correct ly ,  you  are
ready to print. Here are
some best practices to

follow during the actual
print run.

Print a
Test Strip
First
Before committing to a
ful l -s ize  poster  on
expensive paper,  print
a  small  test  on  plain
paper. This allows you
t o  c h e c k  c o l o r s ,
alignment,  and overall
composition.  If  you
have  a  printer  that
supports  borderless
print ing,  test  that
feature as well. A test
strip can save you from
wasting large sheets of
costly media.

Handle
Paper
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with Care
P h o t o  p a p e r  a n d
specialty  papers  are
sensitive  to  oils  and
dirt  from  your  hands.
Handle  them  by  the
edges only. If  you are
printing on sheets that
are not pre-loaded in a
tray, feed them one at
a  time  if  your  printer
supports  manual  feed.
Keep the paper stored
flat in a cool, dry place
until use.

Allow Ink
to Dry
Complete
ly
After the print finishes,
d o  n o t  t o u c h  t h e
surface  immediately.
Inkjet prints, especially
on  glossy  paper,  can

smudge  easily  when
fresh. Place the printed
poster  on  a  flat,  clean
surface  and  let  it  dry
for  a t  least  15-30
minutes.  For  thick  ink
layers,  it  may  take
longer.  Patience  here
prevents smudges and
fingerprints.

STEP 5: FINISHING
AND TRIMMING
YOUR POSTER

Once  your  poster  is
dry,  the  final  steps  are
about  making  it  look
polished and ready for
display.

Trimming
the Edges
I f  you  printed  with
borders or your printer
leaves  margins,  you
will  want  to  trim  the
edges for a clean look.
Use a sharp craft knife,
a  rotary  cutter,  or  a
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paper  t r immer .  A
straight edge ruler with
a  non-slip  backing  is
essential  for  straight
cuts.  Take  your  time
and  measure  twice
before  cutting.  If  you
designed with a bleed
area,  trim  carefully
along the bleed line so
no white edges remain.

Laminatin
g or
Coating
for
Durability
For posters that will be
handled  frequently  or
displayed in high-traffic
a r e a s ,  c o n s i d e r
lamination.  You  can
use  se l f -adhes ive
laminate sheets, spray-
on  clear  coatings,  or
take  the  poster  to  a

local print shop for hot
lamination.  Lamination
p r o t e c t s  a g a i n s t
moisture,  tearing,  and
fading from UV light.

Mounting
Options
There are several ways
to display your finished
poster:

Frames –
Standard frames
are available for
common poster
sizes. Custom
framing is an
option for
unusual
dimensions.
Poster hangers
– These are
simple clips that
hold the poster
from the top and
bottom, giving a
modern,
minimalist look.
Mounting tape
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or putty – For
temporary
displays, double-
sided tape or
poster putty
works well but
can damage
walls.
Stretching on a
frame – For
canvas prints,
stretching over a
wooden frame
creates a gallery-
wrapped look.

COMMON
CHALLENGES AND
HOW TO
OVERCOME THEM

Even  wi th  care fu l
preparation, issues can
a r i s e .  H e r e  a r e
solutions  to  frequent
p r o b l e m s  p e o p l e
encounter  when  they
pr in t  the i r  own
posters .

Colors
Look
Wrong
T h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t
common  complaint.
F i rst ,  ensure  your
monitor  is  calibrated.
Second, check that you
are  using  the  correct
ICC  profile  for  your
paper.  Third,  verify
that you are printing in
CMYK  if  your  file  is  in
RGB. If colors still look
off,  try  converting  to
the  appropriate  color
space  wi th in  your
design  software  and
printing  again.

Poster
Comes



14

14 How To Print Your Own Posters 2026-03-13

Out Too
Dark or

Too Light
Monitors emit light, so
images  always  look
brighter on screen than
in  print.  Adjust  the
b r i g h t n e s s  a n d
contrast of your design
slightly  higher  than
what  looks  good  on
screen.  Many  printers
a l s o  h a v e  a

" b r i g h t n e s s "
adjustment in the print
d i a l o g  t h a t  c a n
compensate.

Lines are
Blurry or
Jagged
Blurry  lines  usually
indicate  that  your
s o u r c e  i m a g e
resolution  is  too  low.
Revisit your design


