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INTRODUCTION TO
AN ENGAGING
LEARNING TOOL

For intermediate
English learners
seeking to bridge the
gap between
classroom study and
natural reading
fluency, the

Macmillan Readers
The Ghost Upper
Intermediate Level
Pack offers an
exceptional gateway.

This carefully crafted
resource is more than
just a book; it is a
complete learning
experience designed to
build confidence,
expand vocabulary,
and immerse readers
in a gripping narrative.
In a crowded market of
graded readers, this
particular pack stands
out for its thoughtful
integration of story,

language
development, and
cultural context.

Whether you are a self-
directed learner or a
teacher searching for


https://old.oplm.com/

reliable classroom
material,

understanding what
this pack offers can
transform your
approach to language

acquisition.

The Upper
Intermediate level
represents a critical
turning point for many
learners. At this stage,
you are no longer a
beginner but still
require structured
support to tackle
authentic texts. The
Macmillan Readers
The Ghost Upper
Intermediate Level
Pack addresses this
need perfectly by
presenting a
compelling story with
accessible yet
challenging language.
This article explores
every facet of this
resource, from its plot

classroom applications.

WHAT ARE
MACMILLAN
READERS?

Macmillan Readers
form one of the most
respected graded
reader series in English
language teaching.
Published by Macmillan
Education, a global
leader in educational
resources, these
readers are carefully
leveled according to
international language
proficiency
frameworks, including
the Common European
Framework of
Reference for
Languages (CEFR). The
series spans six levels,
from Beginner to Upper
Intermediate, making it
suitable for a broad
range of learners.

) What distinguishes
and characters to its Macmillan Readers
pedagogical design ¢, other graded
and practical
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reader series is the
meticulous attention to
language grading. Each
title is written or
adapted by
experienced ELT
authors who ensure

that vocabulary,
sentence structure,
and grammatical

complexity align with
the designated level.
The Macmillan
Readers The Ghost
Upper Intermediate
Level Pack s
specifically  designed
for learners at the B2
level, where reading

longer texts with
varied sentence
structures becomes

both necessary and
achievable.

The
Philosoph

y Behind
Graded
Reading

Graded readers are not
merely simplified texts.
They represent a
pedagogical approach
known as extensive
reading, which
encourages learners to
read large quantities of

material at an
appropriate  difficulty
level. Research

consistently shows that

extensive reading
improves reading
speed, vocabulary

retention, grammatical
accuracy, and overall
language

comprehension. The
Macmillan Readers
The Ghost Upper
Intermediate Level
Pack embodies this
philosophy by
providing a complete



narrative that sustains

interest while
reinforcing language
patterns.

When you read a
graded reader like this
one, you encounter
new vocabulary in
context, see
grammatical structures
used naturally, and
develop a sense of how
English flows at the
sentence and
paragraph level. This
implicit learning is
often more effective
than explicit grammar
study because it
mirrors how native
speakers acquire
language naturally.

ABOUT "THE
GHOST" STORY

"The Ghost" is a classic
mystery thriller
originally written by
the bestselling author

Ruth Rendell. The story
has been expertly
retold for the
Macmillan Readers
series by John Milne,
who retains the tension
and psychological
depth of the original
while adjusting the
language for Upper
Intermediate learners.
This adaptation is a
masterclass in how to
preserve literary
quality while ensuring
accessibility.

The plot revolves
around a mysterious
death and the secrets
that surface years
later. Without giving
away spoilers, the
story involves a man
who returns to his
childhood home and
begins to uncover
unsettling truths about
a past event. The ghost
of the title is both
literal and

Barbara Vine, a _
pseudonym of the metaphorl.cal,
renowned crime writer fépresenting
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unresolved qguilt,
memory, and the
haunting nature of the
past. This multilayered
storytelling makes the
Macmillan Readers
The Ghost Upper
Intermediate Level
Pack particularly
engaging because it
rewards careful
reading and invites
discussion.

Key
Themes
and
Character
S

The novel explores
themes of memory,
identity, guilt, and the

reliability of
perception. These
universal themes

resonate across

cultures and make the
story accessible to
international readers.
The protagonist is a
relatable character
whose journey of
discovery mirrors the
learner's own journey
into deeper language
proficiency.

Secondary characters
are well-drawn and
serve as vehicles for
different registers of
English, from formal
dialogue to colloquial
speech. Exposure to
this range is invaluable
for Upper Intermediate
learners who need to
understand not just
standard English but
also how language
varies in  different
social contexts. The
Macmillan Readers
The Ghost Upper
Intermediate Level
Pack uses dialogue
effectively to
demonstrate natural
spoken English



patterns.

WHAT IS
INCLUDED IN THE
PACK?

The term "pack" is
significant because this
resource includes
multiple components
designed to support

different learning
styles and contexts.
The complete

Macmillan Readers
The Ghost Upper
Intermediate Level
Pack typically contains
the following elements:

¢ The full-color
reader book
with the
complete graded
text,
accompanied by
illustrations that

audio files
featuring a
professional
narration of the
story. This audio
component is
crucial for
developing
listening skills
and
pronunciation.
Comprehensive
teaching notes
and activity
worksheets that
include pre-
reading, while-
reading, and
post-reading
exercises. These
are ideal for
classroom use or
self-study.

A glossary and
vocabulary list
highlighting key

aid words and
comprehension phrases from
and maintain each chapter,
engagement. often with
e An audio CD or definitions and
downloadable example
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e Answer keys BENEFITS OF THIS
and PACK
assessment
materials for
checking Vocabular

comprehension
and tracking
progress.

This integrated
approach ensures that
the Macmillan
Readers The Ghost
Upper Intermediate
Level Pack can be
used flexibly. Some
learners might prefer
to read the book while
listening to the audio
simultaneously, a
technigue known as
"reading while
listening" that has
been shown to improve

both  fluency  and
comprehension. Others
might use the

worksheets for more
structured study.

y
Developm

ent

At the Upper
Intermediate level,
learners typically need
to acquire around
2,000 to 3,000 word
families to function
effectively in English.
The Macmillan
Readers The Ghost
Upper Intermediate
Level Pack introduces
new vocabulary within
a controlled
framework, ensuring
that most words are
familiar while exposing
the reader to
approximately 200 to



300 new lexical items.
These are not random
words but carefully
selected terms that
appear with sufficient
frequency to promote
retention.

The glossary and
vocabulary exercises
included in the pack
use research-based
techniques such as
contextual guessing,
matching exercises,
and gap-fill activities.
These methods
encourage deep
processing of new
words, which s
essential for long-term
memory. Unlike
flashcard-based

learning, vocabulary
encountered in a
compelling story is
more likely to be
remembered because
it is linked to narrative
events and emotional

Grammar
N
Context

Upper Intermediate
learners often struggle
with complex sentence
structures such as
relative clauses,
conditional sentences,
passive voice, and
reported speech.
Rather than presenting

these in isolated
grammar exercises,
the Macmillan

Readers The Ghost
Upper Intermediate
Level Pack embeds
them naturally within
the narrative. Learners
observe how native-
level writers use these
structures to create
suspense, develop
characters, and

engagement. describe scenes.
For example, mystery
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stories frequently use
the past perfect tense
to establish sequences
of events, and the
conditional tense to
explore hypothetical
scenarios. By seeing
these patterns
repeatedly in authentic
contexts, learners
internalize them
unconsciously. This
implicit grammatical
acquisition is often
more durable than
explicit rule
memorization.

Reading
Compreh
ension
and
Critical

Thinking

The accompanying
worksheets in the pack
include comprehension
guestions that range
from literal recall to
inferential and
evaluative thinking.
Learners are asked not
just "what happened"
but "why did the
character act that
way?" and "what might
happen next?" These
higher-order questions
develop critical
thinking skills that
transfer to other
academic and
professional contexts.

Furthermore, the
discussion activities
encourage learners to
express opinions,
justify arguments, and
engage in debate.
These oral
communication skills
are essential for B2-
level learners who



need to participate in
meetings,
presentations, and
social interactions in
English. The
Macmillan Readers
The Ghost Upper
Intermediate Level
Pack thus serves as a
springboard for holistic
language
development.

HOW TO USE THE
PACK EFFECTIVELY

For Self-
Study
Learners

If you are studying
independently, the
Macmillan Readers
The Ghost Upper
Intermediate Level
Pack offers a
structured pathway.
Begin by listening to
the first chapter while

10

reading along with the
text. This dual input
strengthens both
decoding skills and
auditory recognition.
After each chapter,
pause to complete the
corresponding

worksheet activities.

Keep a vocabulary
journal where you
record new words
encountered in the
story, along with the
sentence where you
found them. Review
this journal regularly.
After  finishing  the
entire book, try
summarizing the plot
from  memory, first
orally and then in
writing. This repeated
retrieval practice
significantly enhances
long-term retention.

For

10
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Classroo

Teachers

Teachers will find the
Macmillan Readers
The Ghost Upper
Intermediate Level
Pack invaluable for
lesson planning. The
teaching notes provide
ready-made activities
that can be adapted for
different class sizes
and time constraints.
Use the audio for
listening
comprehension

exercises, the reading
text for intensive
analysis, and the

worksheets for
homework or in-class
group work.

Consider organizing a
"“jigsaw reading"
activity where different
groups read different

11

chapters and then
share summaries with
the <class. This
cooperative learning
approach builds both
reading and speaking
skills. The mystery
genre also lends itself
well to prediction
exercises, where
students hypothesize
about the ending
before reaching the
final chapters.

COMPARING WITH
OTHER GRADED
READERS AT THIS
LEVEL

The market for Upper
Intermediate graded

readers includes
several major
publishers, including

Oxford Bookworms,
Cambridge Readers,
and Penguin Readers.
The Macmillan
Readers The Ghost
Upper Intermediate
Level Pack
distinguishes itself in



several ways.

First, the audio quality
and narration style are
notably professional,
with clear articulation
and appropriate
pacing. Second, the
integrated pack format
means that additional
resources are not sold

separately, which
offers better value.
Third, the story

selection is particularly
strong; while many
graded readers use
abridged classics that
can feel dated, "The
Ghost" is a modern
psychological thriller
that feels relevant and
gripping.

Finally, the level of
adaptation is finely
tuned. Some graded
readers oversimplify
language to the point
where the literary
quality suffers. The
Macmillan Readers
The Ghost Upper
Intermediate Level

12

Pack maintains the
original's atmosphere
and nuance while
ensuring the text
remains accessible to
B2 learners. This
balance is difficult to
achieve and reflects
the expertise of the
adaptation team.

CULTURAL AND
LINGUISTIC
CONSIDERATIONS

Reading fiction is not
just about language; it
is also about
understanding culture.
The Macmillan
Readers The Ghost
Upper Intermediate
Level Pack offers
insights into British
social norms, settings,
and ways of thinking.
For learners who plan
to study or work in
English-speaking
environments, this
cultural knowledge is
invaluable.

12
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The story also provides
exposure to a variety
of registers, from
formal narrative
description to informal
dialogue between
characters.

Understanding when
and how to switch
registers is a
sophisticated skill that
Upper Intermediate
learners are ready to
develop. The pack's
exercises often draw
attention to these
register differences,
helping learners
become more socially
appropriate in their
language use.

PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR GETTING THE
MOST OUT OF THE
PACK

1. Set a reading
schedule rather
than trying to
finish the book in
one sitting. One

13

or two chapters
per session is
ideal for
sustained
engagement and
retention.

. Use the audio

repeatedly
even after you
have finished
reading.
Listening to the
story again while
commuting or
doing chores
reinforces
vocabulary and
pronunciation
patterns.

. Discuss the

story with
others if
possible. Find a
study partner or
join an online
forum for
learners of
English.
Explaining plot
points and
character
motivations in



your own words
is excellent
speaking
practice.

. Write a review
of the book after
finishing it. This
consolidates
comprehension
and allows you to
express personal
opinions, a key
skill at the B2
level.

. Revisit the
worksheets
after a few
weeks to see
how much you
remember. This
spaced repetition
approach
dramatically
improves long-
term learning
outcomes.

CONCLUSION

The Macmillan
Readers The Ghost
Upper Intermediate
Level Pack is far more

14

than a simple
storybook. It is a
thoughtfully designed
educational resource
that combines the
pleasure of reading
with the discipline of
structured language
learning. Its engaging
plot, high-quality
audio, and
comprehensive
supporting materials
make it suitable for
both independent
learners and classroom
settings.

For anyone at the
Upper Intermediate
level who wants to
make measurable
progress in English
while enjoying a
genuinely good story,
this pack represents an
excellent investment of

time and effort. It
demonstrates that
effective language

learning does not have
to be tedious; with the
right materials, it can
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be as entertaining asit Whether you are
is educational. preparing for an exam,
planning to study

15



